
Good evening,

The last week of school has arrived and summer is just around the corner!  I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of you for your generosity this year.  You, and many of your extended family members, have attended a
variety of school events; volunteered in our classrooms, on field trips, at Council events, on Hot Lunch Fridays and
Freezie Fridays; and have financially supported our fundraisers. Thank you to our School Council Executive and
Members at Large who have planned, organized and run so many fun family activities for our school community.
THANK YOU! Our staff and students greatly appreciate your commitment to providing our students with many
enriching activities and supporting our classroom and school initiatives.

Our library transformation and increased focus on STEAM work in the classroom and during in-house, field trips
such as Mathletes and the uOttawa Faculty of Engineering Maker Mobile have all supported our students' critical
and creative thinking as well as their collaborative and problem solving skills. Guests to our school such as Jennifer
Laale from Be Your Best, author Timm Holmes, Chris McKhool's MASC Celebrate Holidays of Global Village
performance and the runners from inStride Events and the Manotick Miler, along with many others have inspired our
students to be the best version of themselves. We could not have provided many of these opportunities without
Council’s fundraising efforts and the generosity of our parents and the Manotick Community. With everyone's help,
we have raised over $20 000.00 this year! THANK YOU!

We have also been able to purchase numerous resources, for direct student use, with these funds. The Kindergarten
team purchased yard games that enhance your children's gross motor skill development, co-operation and problem
solving skills. Our Grades 1-3 team purchased hands-on, inquiry-based Science and Social Studies resources and
French leveled, high interest books.  Our Grades 4-5 team purchased French Social Studies resources, more French
leveled, high interest books, and Science tools such as mirror prisms, light energy kits, gear trains, microscopes,
potato clocks and other experiment tools. A school-wide focus on creating more STEAM challenge opportunities
saw the purchase of bilingual STEAM activities and materials for our Maker Space; Ozobots, BeeBots, LEGO EV3
Mindstorms Robots and Kindergarten STEAM bins for classroom use. We expect to be learning and challenging
ourselves alongside your children for years to come!

Additionally, we have been able to save some of the funds earned towards a capital project of creating outdoor
learning environments for our students. This project will take time to complete; however, we plan to offer more and
more outdoor learning opportunities to our students through incremental development of the spaces.

We have also made many gains this year in our students' character development and community building. We have
encouraged everyone to take better care of each other by, “helping others look and feel good everyday," and
students have shown us how caring they can be.  Our Kindness Tree grew throughout the spring as many students
were recognized for being kind to others. We will continue to foster kindness and mutual respect as well as respect
towards each other's property and the adults in our building throughout the coming school year.

As you can see, a lot is going on and in development at MPS!  

The MPS staff and I would like to extend our warmest wishes for an enjoyable, relaxing and cloud-free summer
holiday!

We look forward to seeing everyone in September!
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Sincerely,

Tracy Snarr

Principal

Manotick Public School

 

 


